
 

STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS                1 JOHN 2:12-17 
 
Read 1 John 2:12-17 aloud. What are you hearing in these verses? What words are repeated? 
 

Examine 

• What are all the things listed that have been done for believers or are true of believers?  
 

• What do you think are the distinctions being made among the three groups specifically addressed 
in verses 12 through 14? 
 

• What is the clear directive given to believers in the passage? 
 

• According to John, what does having a love for “the world” and the things of the world indicate 
about our relationship with God? 
 

Chat 

• John begins each reason for writing with the word because. In what tense are the reasons stated? 
Why do you think this is important? 
 

• Of all the qualities true of believers listed in verses 12 through 14, which is the most difficult for 
you to believe as being true of yourself? Why?  
 

• What are some examples of desires of the flesh, desires of the eyes, and pride of possessions in 
your life? 
 

• What two things does verse 15 tell us cannot coexist in the heart of a believer? How does one 
avoid love of the world? (See Romans 12:1–3 and James 4:1–8.) 

 

Apply 

• How are you personally in your faith like a little child? A young man? A father? 
 

• What worldly desires tempt you most often? The desires of the eyes, the desires of the flesh, or 
pride of life? How have you relied on self-sufficiency in facing that temptation? 
 

• What does (or would) it look like to fight and avoid worldly temptations in your daily life? 
 

• How does this passage encourage you away from your temptation?  
 

Pray 

• Pray that God would make the group aware of any blindness or dullness they have toward worldly 

temptation(s), so they can see, confess, and turn away from it. Ask the Lord how he would like 
you to grow in any or all of these areas listed in verses 12 through 14. 


